Background

Established in 1988, The Liberian Organization of the Piedmont  (LOP)

 is a 501 © (3)-non-profit, non-political,        charitable entity. Its mission is to promote unity, education, cultures, and international understanding – sisterhood/brotherhood; helping with the reconstruction, resettlement and the rehabilitation of Liberia’s civil war victims.

The Friends of Liberia-North Carolina Commission was established under the auspices of the Liberian Organization of the Piedmont in response to Her Excellency Ellen Johnson Sirleaf’s passionate request to the international community for private investments, humanitarian support, as well as international and municipal partnerships, to help rebuild her war-torn country. In order to reach its potential, the Friends of Liberia-NC Commission has partnered with regional businesses, civic, government and educational leaders to bring President Sirleaf to the Piedmont Triad area to discuss and explore opportunities for investing in Liberia. 

The Republic of Liberia

Liberia’s Capitol is Monrovia, “The City of Angels”. It provides an overwhelming expression of the hospitality of the Liberian culture. The country’s 360-mile Atlantic Coast beach-line with jumbo shrimp, sea crabs, lobster, and sole fish, cries out for investment and development for mega tourist attraction. Sport fishing, big game fishing and water sports in natural, scenic spots like Lake Piso, Kpatawee Falls, Cavalla River Falls, etc. are great and promising tourist attraction for investors.   It’s currency is the Liberian Dollar. Liberia offers 100% repatriation of funds and no currency exchange restriction including profits and dividends (net of taxes), remittance of monies (net of taxes) in the event of the sale or liquidation of the business, repayments of loans acquired from foreign banks, etc. (NIC-2006) There is abundant and relatively affordable labor to benefit outsourcing industries.

The Purpose and Mission

Her Excellency President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf is the first democratically elected female head-of-state on the African continent. She was inaugurated on January 16, 2006 and since that time, has been working fervently to fulfill her campaign promise to rebuild, strengthen and sustain the socio-economic structure of Liberia. 

A former World Bank economist and veteran politician, President Sirleaf is a graduate of Harvard University. 

As part of her international goals, she is requesting corporations, organizations, higher education institutions, fellow Liberians and friends, to invest in the renaissance of Liberia. Liberia’s official language is English.

Sister Cities & Sister Counties

Liberia is subdivided in 15 Local Counties with about 30 Urban Municipalities being developed into modern Cities. Liberia seeks Cities and Counties of nations abroad to become a Sister City or Sister County to a Liberia City or County. In this relationship there is an on-going exploration of mutual exchange for mutual benefit in education, health, technology, business, trade policies, and various partnerships can be enhanced.

Investment Incentives 

The government of Liberia is further liberalizing the nation’s Investment Code, making it more attractive, easily workable and competitive for investors. 

The government provides a wide range of investment incentives, including tax incentives and protection of infant industries. Very minimum government involvement and the Free Enterprise System with the market as the principal determinant, 

remains core to the Liberian government’s economic development. 

Investment Opportunities in Liberia

*  Agriculture
 *  Fisheries


*  Forestry

 *  Mining

 *  Rubber

 * Tourism

*  Oil Exploration  

*  Trade: Import & Export

*  Industry-Manufacturing

Agriculture contributes to over 70% of the Gross Domestic Product. Rice is Liberia’s main staple food and principal cash crop. Agricultural economic resources are unlimited with great potential for diversifications for export. Other crops grown in Liberia include:

*  Cocoa

*  Coffee

*  Oil Palm
*  Sugar Cane

*  Pineapple
*  Bananas

*  Cassava

*  Rubber

*  Variety of fruits and vegetables

Livestock includes: 

*  Cattle

*  Goat

*  Sheep

*  Pigs

*  Poultry



Liberia’s Natural Resources

*  Timber

*  Iron Ore

*  Diamond
*  Gold

*  Bauxite

*  Manganese

*  Hydropower
*  360-mile Atlantic   

                                  Coast-line

Timber and wood products are one of Liberia’s leading export commodities. Here are the most popular Liberian Hardwood Species:

Trade Name:                    Scientific Name:

Canarium               Canarium Schweinfurthii

Frake                               Terminalia Superba

Framire                          Terminalia Ivorensis

Ekki, Azobe (ironwood)          Lophira Alata

Iroko                                          Chlorophora

Kusia                                 Nuclea Diderrichi

Lovoa                   Lovoa Trichlioides Harms

Makore                          Tieghemella Heckeli

Niangon        Heritiera Utilis, Tarrietia Utilis

Sapele           Entandrophrama Cylindriucum

Sipo                             Entandrophrama Utile

Tali                                           Erythrophlem

Rubber is Liberia’s second most exported foreign exchange earning cash crop. There is a scope for investing in secondary processing activities within the rubber sub-sector of Liberia. With Liberia’s vast rubber resources, the following areas have been identified as feasible for production investment:

· All types of tires and tubes

· Inflatable rubber products

· Automotive & other modeled rubber parts

· Medical & surgical rubber products

· Rubber-made sporting goods

· Rubber-made household & industrial utensils

Fisheries

Liberia welcomes investments to utilize the great potentials of its fishing industry. Major catch include the following:

*  Sole Fish
*  Lobster

*  Crayfish

*  Shrimp

*  Tuna

*  Salmon

*  Crab

For Investment Opportunities in Liberia:

The Liberian Organization of the Piedmont

Friends of Liberia-N.C. Commission

P.O. Box 672

Winston-Salem, NC  27102-0672

Tel:  (336) 703-9681

E-mail:  lop@lopnc.org

Website:  www.lopnc.org
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